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INTRODUCTION 

This report highlights the progress and milestones in my PhD in Missiology Degree Program at 

Stellenbosch University, South Africa, which ended on April 4, 2022. Lund Mission Society (LMS) 

graciously funded the study project. 

TITLE OF DISSERTATION 

A missiological study on the role of Church of Christ’s medical missions as transformational 

development in Mashoko, Zimbabwe  

BACKGROUND 

Towards mid-year 2019, I started to draft a topic, objectives, plan, and project proposal for a PhD 

study in Missiology at Stellenbosch University. I had acquired a Master of Theology (Missiology 

with a focus on Health and Gender) that year from the same University. The proposal was 

discussed at the Faculty department kickoff and the department board. The work resulted in the 

proposal being accepted by the Stellenbosch University board towards the end of 2020. I had 

always wanted to follow this path of study. However, due to my financial situation, I was 

constrained to continue my studies in my country or abroad since I was not in a position to finance 

my studies fully.  

I had learned that LMS supports individual students from Africa for studies in Sweden that 

constitutes education for service in the church in their home countries. I had known that LMS 

provides grants for training for service in the worldwide church. I was also glad to learn that grants 

are mainly given to studies at one of the educational institutions the missionary society supports 

within the framework of LMS nodes. Therefore, I applied for assistance in the form of a study grant 

from the LMS. 

I also noted that Sweden is the first country to achieve the Joint United Nations Programme on 

HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)/ World Health Organization (WHO) 90-90-90 continuum of HIV care targets. 

That, among other factors, inspired my ambition to have at least a short research stay in Lund. I 

anticipated that the visit would broaden my personal and professional experience and knowledge 
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in missionary initiatives related to medical missiology. I also have a deep interest in the country’s 

culture, history, and language, which I was excited to explore and experience. Although I had never 

been to Sweden, I was sure that I would be exposed to peculiarities of the Sweden context 

concerning how the Christian mission deals with issues of health and well-being. That would make 

it imperative to make comparisons of the context with the Zimbabwean one to allow a better 

insight into each. The expectation was that the reflection would help to make informed 

conclusions. I was also looking forward to the challenges of living and studying abroad. 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

Notwithstanding some challenges, especially the effects of COVID 19, lockdown, and unexpected 

student debt, I managed to execute my responsibilities effectively and cover the most critical 

project areas.  

PROGRESS MADE IN THE FIRST AND SECOND YEARS OF THE PHD PROGRAM 

With the funding, I registered for the PhD after paying tuition for two years. I was able to pay my 

study debts, renew my study permit (visa) for the second academic year, register, and continue 

with my studies. I paid for accommodation and food expenses (accommodation in Stellenbosch is 

quite expensive). I procured some seminal books, I acquired a new computer for my study, and I 

could afford accommodation, pay for travel fairs, and medical insurance. I got ethical approval 

from the Stellenbosch University Research Ethics Committee. I also managed to carry out the study 

from the Church of Christ, Mashoko Christian Hospital, and the local community Chief. The funding 

also enabled me to finalise a literature survey, attend relevant workshops, start fieldwork data 

collection, thesis writing, and do publications. I was also able to travel back and forth between 

South Africa and Zimbabwe without challenges. My two supervisors Prof. Henry Mbaya from 

Stellenbosch University and Prof. Mika Vähäkangas from Lund University, have been so helpful in 

achieving such milestones. 

Here below, I present a summary of the essential milestones achieved within the timelines of the 

study:  
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Student debts: As soon as I got the funding, I was able to settle my study debts from the previous 

academic year. Due to the global pandemic, some changes in my study plans saw me having to get 

into some unexpected student debts. When I got the funding, I was able to pay for student debts 

and continue with my studies. I am very sure that if it were not for the financing for LMS, I would 

not have managed to continue in 2021.  

Finalising literature survey, attending relevant workshops, starting fieldwork data collection, thesis 

writing, and publications: The fact that I paid my study debts and was able to carry on with my 

studies, the process opened doors for me to finalise the literature survey, attend relevant virtual 

workshops, continue the writing process and prepare for fieldwork data collection. From July 2020, 

there was back and forth correspondence with the Stellenbosch University Ethics Committee and 

the supervisors to get a clearance for Ethics. I finally got the approval in early November 2020. In 

seeking ethical approval from the University, I also sought permission to conduct the study from 

the Church of Christ, Mashoko Christian Hospital, and the local community chief. Currently, I have 

managed to write up 5 out of the eight chapters of my thesis. Together with the chapters, I worked 

to submit four articles for publication. I am expecting the publications to be out any time soon. 

PROGRESS AND OUTPUTS FOR THE FINAL YEAR 

The final year was the most critical period of my study as key chapters and data collection had to 

be completed. I had already embarked on fieldwork data collection at the setting of this study, 

namely Mashoko Mission in the Bikita district in the Southern part of Zimbabwe. I expected to 

have finished data collection by the end of September 2021, and that was achieved. After data 

collection and the process of transcribing and transcription, I developed and wrote Chapter 6 (Data 

Presentation). After Chapter 6, I analysed and discussed the data in Chapter 7.  

Further, I  had plans to have a minimum of five months of the research stay at the University of 

Lund (November 2021 to March 22) to read, write and interact with my co-supervisor and fellow 

postgraduate students in the faculty. I had anticipated that the stay would broaden my personal 

and professional experience and knowledge in missionary initiatives related to health and 

community development. However, this was disturbed by the global pandemic as it could not 

travel during the lockdown. 
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THE DISSERTATION 

The research project was completed, and the report was compiled in the form of a dissertation 

retrievable on the Stellenbosch University electronic repository at: 

https://scholar.sun.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10019.1/124695/mudzanire_missiological_2022.pdf

?sequence=1. I am looking forward to publishing the dissertation as a book shortly. 

 The dissertation focuses on the relationship between the medical missions and development in 

the Church of Christ in Mashoko, Zimbabwe during Western mission periods and the local church's 

mission. It situates the broad and immediate contexts, the problem of the medical mission, and 

transformation within the conceptual and methodological frameworks of Missiology, Health, and 

Development. The study investigates the role of the Church of Christ’s medical missions in 

promoting transformational development in the rural community of Mashoko, Zimbabwe. The 

investigation considers a whole-person approach to well-being, a critical development 

requirement, and a missional issue that demands a more comprehensive response from the 

church. The study reveals a persistent Western compartmentalised view of human well-being 

within the ministry praxis and delivery model. The study argues that an in-depth appropriation of 

the missional hermeneutic of mission as transformation promotes a more comprehensive medical 

ministry responsive to the health needs of African rural communities.  

THE VIVA-VOCE 

Having spent three years working on the Ph.D. project, I submitted the thesis for examination end 

of November 2021. On February 4, 2022, I successfully defended the thesis in an oral examination 

at the Faculty of Theology. The thesis was accepted, and examiners recommended that I be 

awarded the degree subject to minor corrections.  

GRADUATION 

The journey to this goal was long, with many obstacles and detours, but after countless challenges, 

including the global pandemic, it finally came to fruition on April 4, 2022. I am grateful to LMS, 

Stellenbosch University, my promoters, and all the stakeholders who have directly and indirectly 

contributed to my academic journey.  

https://scholar.sun.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10019.1/124695/mudzanire_missiological_2022.pdf?sequence=1
https://scholar.sun.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10019.1/124695/mudzanire_missiological_2022.pdf?sequence=1
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Graduation day: Suspicion Mudzanire with the Rector and Vice-Chancellor, Prof Wim de Villiers 

CONSTRAINTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Studying in a foreign country, struggling with student debt, and dealing with the impact of a global 

pandemic places a heavy burden on students whose priority should be to focus on completing 

their studies. This predicament was an unfortunate, grim reality for me. However, by awarding me 

the study grant, LMS lightened my financial burden, which allowed me to focus more on the most 

crucial aspect of school: learning. 

The pandemic affected almost every aspect of life, from research to supervision meetings. COVID-

19 disrupted my plans for a research stay at Lund University. Despite its many challenges, the 

pandemic also presented some opportunities, as we were able to adapt and innovate. We were 

able to connect virtually and engage online. This soon became a norm. Our worlds became 

increasingly digital. The computer and phone that I procured using LMS funding became critically 

valuable. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Upon my graduation, I want to convey my heartfelt gratitude to all the members of the LMS who 

work tirelessly to make the world a better place for individuals like me. Thank you again for your 

generosity and support. I promise you that I will work very hard and eventually give something 

back to others, both as a minister and possibly a scholarship to future students like myself. The 

research project’s findings will inform and guide policy in the church’s health missions and 

promote work for a healed community. 

 

Prepared by 

 

 

Suspicion Mudzanire, PhD 

LMS Study Grant Beneficiary 

 


